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1.0     PREAMBLE

1.1 Introduction

The Form 5-6 Art Syllabus stimulates creativity, innova-
tion, imagination, observation, conceptual analysis and 
critical thinking.  The syllabus is designed to consolidate 
patriotism, self-identity, self-reliance and research skills, 
in a bid to develop learners who are versatile and able 
to adapt to a variety of technological insights.  It widens 
cultural horizons and encourages enterprise through the 
development of artistic skills and design processes.

1.2  Rationale

Art has become an important tool for communication, 
social identity, technological development and nation 
building in the modern society.  As one of the most 
effective forms of communication that cuts across 
the language barrier, it is used in education, politics, 
economics, cultural development and religious com-
munication. It provides an opportunity for the learner to 
explore and express their feelings, stimulate creative 
imagination, critical thinking and develop skills essential 
for employment creation, enterprise, problem solving and 
self-discipline (Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu). The acquisition 
of Art skills creates a versatile learner who is able to 
operate	productively	and	responsibly	in	various	fields	
in the modern technological society.  Art provides a rich 
platform for inclusivity and encourages an appreciation 
of uniqueness in individuals, products and the environ-
ment in which they interact.

1.3 Summary of Content

The content of the Art syllabus intends to consolidate 
creativity, innovation and knowledge in the learner.  It 
enhances understanding and adaption to a variety 
of visual, socio-cultural, aesthetic, economic and 
environmental challenges within their society in order to 
ensure sustainable development. The syllabus provides 
a body of theoretical and practical knowledge needed 
to develop an enterprising and competent Art learner in 
the following areas; Art History and Aesthetics, Creative 
Process, Adornment,  Craftwork, Graphic and Multimedia 
Design, Industrial Design, 2 and 3 Dimensional Artworks, 
Photography and Videography, Animation, Interior 
Design, Environmental Design, Art criticism and Art 
Enterprise.  

1.4 Assumptions

The syllabus assumes that learners have gone through 
infant and junior education and have the practical 
abilities to:

•	 analyse	works	of	art	
•	 communicate	and	express	ideas,	feelings	and	

emotions through Artworks
•	 manipulate	Art	tools,	media		and	equipment
•	 apply	historical	and	social	aspects	in	Art	produc-

tions
•	 create	graphic	images
•	 demonstrate	their	appreciation	of	aesthetic	values
•	 interpret		Art	themes
•	 use	ICT	tools	in	Art	and	Design
•	 use	critical	thinking	to	solve	problems	artistically

1.5  Cross - cutting isues

The Art learning area will encompass the following cross 
cutting themes:

•	 Children’s	rights	and	responsibilities
•	 Disaster	risk	management
•	 Financial	literacy
•	 Sexuality,	HIV	and	AIDS
•	 Child	protection
•	 Heritage	studies
•	 Human	Rights
•	 Gender
•	 Collaboration	
•	 Environmental	issues	
•	 Enterprise	Skill
•	 ICTs	
•	 Intellectual	property	rights	/	ownership

2.0   PRESENTATION OF 
SYLLABUS
The syllabus is presented as a single document catering 
for Forms 5 – 6 Secondary School Level. 

3.0 AIMS
The syllabus aims to enable learners to:

3.1 resolve design challenges and come up with 
innovative, creative, versatile and adaptable 
solutions.   
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3.2       consolidate elements and principles of art to 
express mood. 

3.3       develop and create 2D and 3D artworks from 
observation, imagination and situational set-
tings using a variety of media.

3.4 apply information and multi-media technology 
tools in the production of artworks.

3.5       develop the ability to critique the different 
genres and aspects of Art.

3.6       foster capacity to run a business in the Art 
industry.                                                  

 

4.0 SYLLABUS OBJECTIVES
By the end of the course, learners should be able to:

4.1       create individual artworks in response to given 
briefs.

4.2      demonstrate a personal style and an advanced 
proficiency	in	communicating	an	idea,	theme	
or emotion in artworks. 

4.3 critique works of Art from different cultural 
contexts.

4.4 create original designs using computer aided 
design software. 

4.5 apply creative skills to solve problems  in the 
making of artworks.

4.6 analyse the relationship between Art Enter-
prise, careers and ethics.

4.7        create 2D and 3D artefacts for different end 
uses. 

5.0 METHODOLOGY AND TIME 
ALLOCATION
In this syllabus, some of the learner centered and 
multi-sensory methods and approaches that can be used 
in the  learning of  Art at Form 5 – 6 Secondary School 
Level are suggested below.  Principles of inclusivity, 
individualization,	concreteness,	unification	and	stimula-
tion should enhance implementation of these methods.  

5.1  Methodology

•	 Demonstration
•	 Discussion
•	 Tactility
•	 Group	work
•	 Field	work
•	 Case	study
•	 Research

•	 Apprenticeship
•	 Survey
•	 Observation	
•	 Lecture	method
•	 Exhibitions	and	Gallery	visits
•	 Educational	tours
•	 Critique	sessions
•	 Peer	learning	
•	 Experimentation
•	 Games	
•	 Integrated	learning
•	 Resource	method
•	 Problem	solving	
•	 Interactive	workshops

5.1.2  Time Allocation
 
In order to cover the content adequately, Forms 5 and 6 
Art should be allocated 8 forty minute lessons per week.

N.B       It must be noted that this learning area requires 
schools to set aside time for Apprenticeship, Festivals, 
Competitions, Exhibitions and Exchange programmes.  
Learners are expected to submit an Art portfolio and 
marked scripts containing records of the coursework 
covered in each academic year.

6.0  TOPICS
The syllabus topics are as follows:

               6.1    Art History and Aesthetics
               6.2         Creative Process
               6.3    Adornment
               6.4    Craftwork
               6.5         Graphic and Multimedia Design
               6.6    Industrial Design
               6.7    2 Dimensional Artwork
               6.8    3 Dimensional Artwork
               6.9    Photography and videography
               6.10       Animation
               6.11       Interior Design
               6.12       Environmental Design
               6.13       Art criticism
               6.14       Art Enterprise  
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9.0  ASSESSMENT

9.1 a) ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

By the end of Forms 5 - 6 Secondary School Level, learners should be able to:

 9.1.1   demonstrate an understanding of  Zimbabwean, African and relevant World Art Histories and 
                            cultures 
 9.1.2   use art language to interpret Zimbabwean historical symbols and artwork
 9.1.3   apply elements of art and principles of design in the production of artworks
 9.1.4   control materials, processes and techniques in an informed and disciplined way resulting in 
                            client ready products
 9.1.5   demonstrate knowledge and expertise in the use of media, equipment and technology
            9.1.6   apply knowledge of elements of art and principles of design in the creation of interior, industrial 
																												and	environmental	designs	for	specific	end-uses
        9.1.7   demonstrate an ability to apply aesthetic principles in designing and critiquing artworks
             9.1.8   demonstrate expertise and dexterity in rendering 2 and 3 Dimensional compositions
 9.1.9   show an understanding and ability to operate photographic and videography equipment    
             9.1.10     communicate information relevant to an idea, subject or theme and evaluate this in a systematic way
             9.1.11     show an individual, sensitive and creative response to a stimulus and develop an idea, theme 
                            or subject.
             9.1.12   demonstrate originality in the development of concepts and execution of artworks
             9.1.13   research, select, record and present information in visual form
             9.1.14   discuss the role of Art as a vehicle for human experiences
             9.1.15   assemble a comprehensive Art portfolio 
             9.1.16   demonstrate roles in collaborative art production and specialisation
             9.1.17     demonstrate awareness of legal, moral and ethical practice pertaining to art
             9.1.18     demonstrate enterprise skills in art enterprise

9.2 (b) SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT

Art will be assessed continuously from Form 5 - 6 through coursework and examination.  Learners will be assessed in 
the following areas:

9.2.1 COURSE WORK AND EXAMINATION

PRACTICAL  Controlled test

    Continuous Assessment: Portfolio

    Research project

 THEORY  Writing assignments and Tests
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9.2.3                     Examinations

9.3 (c) SPECIFICATION GRID

The guide below illustrates the relationship between the assessment objectives and components of the scheme of 
assessment
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    Research project 
 

 THEORY  Writing assignments and Tests 
 

     
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.2.3                     Examinations 
 
Title Duration Marks Weighting (%) 

Paper 1: Theory 
Structured paper  
 
 
Section A:  Structured questions – 
10% 
Section B: Semi-structured Essays 
– 20% 
 

 
 
 

3 hours 
 
 
 

 
 
 

100 

 
 
 

30% 

Paper 2: Practical 
Controlled Test 
Section A:Observation From 
Primary Sources 
Section B:Composition In Colour 

 
6 hours 

 

 
100 

 
30% 
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Section C:Design On Paper  

Coursework: 
Continuous  assessment 
Portfolio – 15% 
Theory Assignments and Tests -5% 
 

 
2 years 

 
100 

 
20% 

Research project 2 years 100 20% 

Total for papers 1 and 2 , 
coursework and project 

 400 100% 

 

9.3 (c) SPECIFICATION GRID 
 
The guide below illustrates the relationship between the assessment objectives and components of the scheme of assessment 
 
 
 
 
PAPER 

 
KNOWLEDGE AND 
CRITICAL 
UNDERSTANDING 

 
MANIPULATIVE 
ARTISTIC AND 
ANALYTICAL SKILLS 

 
AESTHETIC 
QUALITIES 

 
PERSONAL 
QUALITIES 

1 25 25 25 25 
2 25 25 25 25 
Coursework 25 25 25 25 
Project 25 25 25 25 
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Section C:Design On Paper  

Coursework: 
Continuous  assessment 
Portfolio – 15% 
Theory Assignments and Tests -5% 
 

 
2 years 

 
100 

 
20% 

Research project 2 years 100 20% 

Total for papers 1 and 2 , 
coursework and project 

 400 100% 

 

9.3 (c) SPECIFICATION GRID 
 
The guide below illustrates the relationship between the assessment objectives and components of the scheme of assessment 
 
 
 
 
PAPER 

 
KNOWLEDGE AND 
CRITICAL 
UNDERSTANDING 

 
MANIPULATIVE 
ARTISTIC AND 
ANALYTICAL SKILLS 

 
AESTHETIC 
QUALITIES 

 
PERSONAL 
QUALITIES 

1 25 25 25 25 
2 25 25 25 25 
Coursework 25 25 25 25 
Project 25 25 25 25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paper Description

Paper 1

Theory Paper
This component has two sections.
•	 Section	A-Structured	(40marks)	consists	of	five	structured	questions.	Each	question	carries	8	marks.	Candidates	

are expected to answer all questions in this section writing their responses on the question paper.  This section will 
constitute 10% of the total examination.

Art Syllabus Forms 5 - 6



•	 Section	B-Semi	structured	and	essay	type	questions	(60	marks).	This	paper	consists	of	5	semi	-structured	and	
essay type questions. Candidates are expected to choose any 3 questions. Each question in this section carries 20 
marks. Candidates are expected to write their responses on separate paper provided. This section will constitute 
20% of the total examination.

              Paper 2
             Controlled Test

•	 Practical	Paper-(100	marks).	This	component	consists	of	3	sub-sections.	Each	sub-section	consists	of	practical	
tasks and candidates are expected to choose one task.  Examiners are expected to assess the candidate using a 
check list. 

•	 The	candidate	will	choose	one	stimulus	from	the	examination	paper	from	which	to	make	studies.	The	three	
sub-sections are as follows: 
-direct	Observation	from	primary	sources
 -composition in colour and
  -design on paper 

Coursework
Continuous Assessment; Portfolio 

•	 A	portfolio	of	6	finished	pieces	showing	a	wide	range	of	experiences	drawn	from	any	4	of	the	following	areas;	
craft,	drawing,	print	making,	collage,	textiles,	painting,	sculpture,	moulding	and	modeling.	The	work	may	reflect	
experimentation	in	a	variety	of	media,	techniques	and	subjects.	The	6	finished	pieces	should	be	mounted	and	not	
exceeding A1 in size. A candidate may submit 3 photographs of each of any 3 Dimensional artworks showing the 
stages of development. The total weighting for the portfolio is 15%

•	 5%	of	continuous	assessment	will	be	awarded	for	an	assignment	and	test	exercise	written		for	each	academic	year

NB The marked scripts should be made available for external assessment

  Research project

•			The	aim	of	research	is	to	test	the	candidate’s	ability	to	carry	out	a	prolonged	study,	resulting	in	the	submission	of	
one chosen specialization area in the following: painting and related media, ceramics, graphic design, print mak-
ing,	photography,	textiles,	sculpture,	fashion	design	as	well	as	film	and	video.	The	intention	of	this	component	is	to	
allow	candidates	to	pursue	a	field	of	study	in	a	chosen	area	and	show	in-depth	research	and	development	of	ideas.		
A workbook including sketches, diagrams, trials and processes relating to the artwork should be submitted together 
with the product. The weighting for this section is 20%
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